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REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS 
 
The Regimental Adjutant 
 
After the excitement of Laying up Nijmegen Company’s Colours at Radley College, the 
tail-end of 2014 was relatively peaceful, aside from the normal hurly-burly of the Autumn 
Trustees’ and Regimental Council Meetings.   
 
The New Year came and went and on 19th March The Colonel came to Wellington 
Barracks to visit Regimental Headquarters, Nijmegen Company and the Regimental 
Band; he was on fine form and spoke to nearly everyone. Regimental Remembrance 
Sunday started with a lunch for the Bereaved Families of Grenadiers killed in Afghanistan 
in the Officers’ Mess at Wellington Barracks. Thereafter the Remembrance Service took 
place in the Guards Chapel followed by the march to Horse Guards and wreath-laying at 
the Guards Memorial; The Regimental Lieutenant Colonel took the salute. Remembrance 
aside, it was an enjoyable day and well attended. 
 
 

Grenadier News 
The Autumn Newsletter of the Grenadier 

Guards Association 
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Nijmegen Company found No 4 Guard for the Queen’s Birthday Parade, with the 1st 
Battalion providing the Street-liners. In the Centenary Year of the Welsh Guards, it was a 
good parade. 
 
Almost as soon as the 1st Battalion had hung up its tunics after the Birthday Parade, it 
deployed on exercise to Kenya. In mid-July, the Regimental Adjutant took out a party of 
10 from the Ironmongers’ Company (one of the ‘Great Twelve’ Livery Companies, with 
whom the Regiment has an affiliation) to visit the Battalion; the Ironmongers had an action 
packed 6 days in which they watched the final attack of the Battalion’s test exercise, had a 
chance to meet members of the Battalion and see their equipment, and had a quick stay 
in a Game Lodge seeing elephant, lion, giraffe and a white Rhino, amongst other lesser 
beasts. The visit was a huge success and was an excellent opportunity for the 
Ironmongers to see how an infantry battalion operates in the field under demanding 
conditions. 
 
Returning to work after the Summer holidays saw RHQ mark the Centenary of Lord 
Wigram with a small party in the Officers’ Mess where the Regimental Band formed up to 
play ‘Happy Birthday’ and then march off to ‘The British Grenadiers’. 
 
And so, a year has passed since the last Newsletter…. 
 
Looking to the future, the 1st Battalion will re-role to 11 Brigade in February 2016 and will 
remain in Aldershot until 2019, when it will move to Windsor. The Battalion has been 
selected to be the Light Role Battalion in the new NATO Very High Readiness Joint Task 
Force for 2017; this is a very demanding role and will see the Battalion carrying out ‘work 
up’ training throughout 2016, including a return to Kenya at the end of May. It will spend 
2017 as the Spearhead Battalion on 2 days notice to move anywhere in the world! 
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Regimental Remembrance Day for 2016 will be on Sunday 15th May, following the same 
format as 2015. Grenadier Day will be held at Lille Barracks, Aldershot on Sunday 17th 
July. The 1st Battalion will have just returned from Kenya and will be about to embark on 
Summer Leave, so it really is the only day that could work. Sunday 17th July is also the 
last day of the Farnborough Airshow.   
 

 
 

People will recall that it was the Farnborough Airshow on Grenadier Day in 2014, and 
none of the expected traffic problems proved to be an a real issue, although the aircraft 
noise was periodically distracting; however, there is nothing that can be done about it, as 
there is no alternative date. 
 
It is possible, but not yet confirmed that there will be a celebration of the Grenadier 
360th in Bruges over the weekend 2nd-4th September 2016. If the concept becomes a 
reality, more details will be promulgated in due course. 
 
The Colonel’s Fund.  The Fund is supervised by a Steering Committee on behalf of the 
Regimental Trustees. The Steering Committee reviews the Fund’s activities on a regular 
basis, whilst day to day management is carried out by the Director of Welfare and the 
Regimental Welfare Committee.  
  
During 2015 donations have continued to come in with many individuals contributing and 
their generosity is very much appreciated. As at 30 Jun 15 the fund had raised a total 
of £3,270,505 (this figure can go down as well as up in line with the value of investments) 
and had made £517,991 worth of welfare payments, at the same time the net worth of the 
fund stood at £2,080,038. The majority of individual welfare grants made continue to be 
for: 
  
      a.            Mobility aids/improvement. 
  
         b.            Home modifications. 
  
         c.            Career/family loss of earnings. 
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d.           Bereaved family & injured personnel holidays. 
  

e.           Financial advice. 
  

f.            Counselling. 
 

The Fund also continues to support the invaluable work carried out by the Regimental 
Casualty Officer, who is at the forefront of the delivery of the support outlined above, 
being the ‘fixer’, mentor, counsellor and friend to our seriously wounded and bereaved, 
whilst at the same time forging close links with other Service charities and Government 
Agencies so that we know where to turn when help is needed. 
 
Regimental Affairs Non-Commission Officer 
 
From 2016, all Queens Birthday Parade Tickets issued to Association Branches by RHQ, 
must be paid for with a Branch cheque; this is to facilitate a better audit trail. In addition, 
all tickets issued will be non-returnable and paid for before they are dispatched. Any 
queries should be addressed to LSgt Haughton at regtlaffairsnco@grengds.com or 0207 
414 3284. 
 
ASSOCIATION NEWS 
 
Welfare 
 
With the support of funds provided by the Regiment and others the Association is able, 
wherever possible, to support those members and former members of the Regiment who 
find themselves in need. This is managed routinely through Branch Secretaries. More 
substantial support, usually of a one off nature due to unforeseen circumstances, can be 
sought in the first instance from The Royal British Legion or SSAFA by requesting a visit 
from a case worker. Further advice and details of how to make contact with either 
organisation can be obtained from local telephone directories, the internet or by calling the 
Association Office on 0207 414 3225/3285. 

Association Rules and By-Laws for Branches 
  
The revised Association Rules and By-Laws for Branches can now be found at 
www.grengds.com by going to the Regimental Association page and following the link at 
the bottom left of that page. Work on producing a replacement red booklet containing the 
Rules and By-Laws that some might remember was last issued in 1999, will begin in due 
course.  
 
Shop 

The Grenadier Guards Association Shop has continued to see steady sales so far this 
year. Customers are able to pay by credit/debit card; PayPal; or bank transfer. There are 
new items in the pipeline, so keep an eye on the website. There is no longer a forward 
invoice or credit facility available due to the amount of administration involved. As a result 
all goods purchased will need to be paid for at the time of ordering.  

mailto:regtlaffairsnco@grengds.com
http://www.grengds.com/
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Digital Archive 

The Regimental Archivist is currently setting up the Regimental Digital Archive in the 
library and transferring old photographs, film, video and audio formats to it. If you have 
any digitally formatted material [photographs, film, video, audio], especially of operational 
deployments, which you are happy to share with RHQ, he would be very happy to receive 
it either as a download or on a DVD.  

Unfortunately old formats cannot be converted due to cost restraints but we can put you in 
touch with our supplier. If the film or photograph was taken after 1957, we will need your 
permission as copyright owner, as copyright remains in force for 70 years after the date 
the image was taken. We welcome post 1988 material but it is not our intention to add any 
of it to our website as the current Data Protection Acts require the permission of all those 
in the photograph.  However, we are allowed to show it in RHQ to accredited academics, 
former and serving members of the Regiment and other permitted categories. Please 
email your digital images to: regtarchivist@grengds.com or post them to: Archivist’s Clerk, 
Regimental Headquarters Grenadier Guards, Wellington Barracks, Birdcage Walk, 
LONDON, SW1E 6HQ. The Archivist’s contact number is 0207 414 3221. 

THE 1st BATTALION 

Commanding Officer: Lt Col The Hon CL Broughton MBE 
Adjutant: Captain HC Cartwright 
Sgt Major: WO1 (RSM) T Bearder 
Lille Barracks, Aldershot, Hants, GU11 2NQ 
 
Major Andrew Seddon, the Senior Major 
 
The 1st Battalion has had an exceptionally busy 3 month summer period with not much 
time spent in Aldershot to enjoy the fine weather. During April and May, having returned 
from various overseas exercises, the battalion’s focus was on providing the State 
Ceremonial role in support to London District including Trooping the Colour.  In 
preparation for the impending deployment to Kenya, the Battalion deployed, en masse to 
Sennybridge Training area to conduct Operational Fitness Test (OFT) 6.  OFT 6 involves 
two 3 hour heavy weight marches covering 12 miles each time.  This culminated in a 
battalion attack and represented a realistic test of what would lie ahead in Kenya.  The 
greatest challenge proved to be weather as torrential rain and strong winds severely 
tested everyone’s resolve throughout.  The stamina and determination displayed by all 
were qualities that would prove vital later in the year.  Soon after returning from Wales, in 
what was to become a familiar rapid turnaround, the Battalion were providing Numbers 1 
to 10 half companies for the State Opening of Parliament. 
 
With the deployment to Kenya fast approaching, the Grenadier Guards Battlegroup met at 
the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst to conduct an All Ranks Briefing.  The remarkable 
fact was that this briefing day, a mere 3 weeks prior to deploying was the first time that 
many of the Battle Group met for the first time.  Before flying to sunnier climes the 
Battalion had to maintain its focus on State Ceremonial for the provision of street liners for 
the Queen’s Birthday Parade.  It was a pleasure to support 1st Battalion Welsh Guards as 
they trooped their colour during their centenary year.   

mailto:regtarchivist@grengds.com
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Monday 15 June saw 6 half companies line the route for the Order of the Garter 
Procession and service.  The majority of those who were on parade returned to Lille 
Barracks that afternoon, handed in their bearskin caps and tunics, finished packing and 
flew the very next day to Kenya.   
 
Kenya was to prove an exceptionally challenging yet rewarding exercise.  It was a 6 week 
deployment that saw over 700 members of the Grenadier Guards Battle Group refining 
their infantry skills and combined arms tactics.  The exercise is now called ASKARI 
STORM and has a similar scale of resourcing to that only previously seen at BATUS in 
Canada.  British Army Training Unit Kenya over four times the size it was in the days of Ex 
GRAND PRIX and is supported by 45 range staff and enemy force of up to 105.  The 
battalion was based out of a large transit camp next door to the Kenyan Air Force’s 
Laikipia Airbase on the outskirts of Nanyuki, a sprawling typically African town that has 
continued to expand exponentially with each passing year of the British Army’s presence 
in the country.  Located in the shadow of Mount Kenya, the views are fantastic and the 
weather slightly erratic if predictable; one can almost guarantee rain in the afternoon as 
the dramatic clouds form off the beautiful peak of Mount Kenya.  Exercise ASKARI 
STORM was broken down into 4 separate phases that saw progressive training from 
individual drills right up to a battle group attack.  The exercises were conducted on various 
different areas ranging from private farms to a huge plain.  Although the temperature and 
vegetation varied the one constant was the wildlife.  There are numerous stories of close 
encounters with elephants, lions and hyenas to name but a few.  It was a welcome if 
surprising change from encountering the hardened sheep in Brecon!  The exercise 
culminated in an arduous final attack that saw the companies ascending sheer slopes in 
order to clear enemy positions.  With no moon the Battalion’s ten hour night insertion 
proved a challenge and despite inevitable difficulties linking up with the reconnaissance 
platoon managed to meet its H-Hr in reasonable order.  Our ability to rescue a situation, 
which for many Battalions would have apparently resulted in defeat or delay, was highly 
commended by BATUK staff.  The fitness and robustness of the companies was indicative 
of the speed of assault and no reported lower limb injury.  Before flying home a large 
proportion of the battalion were fortunate enough to take part in various adventure training 
activities at some uniquely African locations; the highlight of which was Exercise 
COCKNEY LENANA, a 6 day expedition to climb Mount Kenya in preparation for a 
planned month long expedition to Nepal at some stage in the near future. 
 
The Battalion is now back into the routine of State Ceremonial Public Duties and 
conducting these with the usual aplomb.  Currently The Queen’s Company is back out in 
Kenya running the ranges for 3 Para before returning in October.  The Battalion has a 
busy and exciting next two years to look forward to; Number Two Company, with support 
from the Inkerman and Support Companies deploy to the Falkland Islands over Christmas 
as the Roulement Infantry Company; when they return the Battalion’s focus then switches 
to preparing to become the spearhead battlegroup for the Very High Readiness Joint Task 
Force (VJTF) for NATO.  This will see the Battalion deploy back to Kenya in June and July 
to be validated for the role.  The Battalion will then go onto conduct exercises in Germany, 
Poland and Latvia throughout the rest of the year.  The Grenadier Guards Battle Group 
will be truly multi-national with a rifle company from Holland, Albania and Latvia.  This will 
be a unique challenge and an exciting time for all. 
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RECRUITING AND THE REGIMENTAL SUPPORT TEAM 
 

Major Andy Butcher - QM 1 GREN GDS and Recruiting Officer 
 
Recruiting for the Regiment is going well as we lean more heavily on social media to 
reach our target audience. Although we still provide a presence on the streets and at 
events I can now directly hit potential applicants in their sitting room. Facebook and 
Twitter are my main outlets and have both proven to be hugely successful generating at 
least 2 enquiries per week. For those who wish to join the Facebook page send me a 
friend request on FB to Grenadier Guards Recruiting or on twitter @joingrenadiers. 
 
It’s been a mixed summer of activity supporting various shows and events; the highlight 
was supporting the Peter Jones (Dragons Den) Foundation, my team were able to mix 
with celebrities and promote the Regiment to a wider audience which once again links into 
our social media campaign.  
 
Numbers into training are also looking healthy, another 16 started at Harrogate in August 
whilst numbers into ITC Catterick remain consistent. This is also the time of year we can 
offer those who didn’t do so well with their exam results the offer of an alternative career. 
 
My final plea as always is if we can support an event you are organising in any way 
please don’t hesitate to contact the team. 
 
NIJMEGEN COMPANY 
 
Company Commander: Major AWE Bayliss 
Second in Command: Captain CAG Williams 
Company Sergeant Major: WO2 M Betts  
Wellington Barracks, LONDON, SW1E 6HQ 
 
It has been another busy period of ceremonial duties for the Company. May and June saw 
Nijmegen Company return to their usual position at Number 4 Guard, following the Welsh 
Guards around D Lines, Pirbright, and Horse Guards. The Company put in an immaculate 
performance in front of Her Majesty and credit must go to Company Sergeant Major 
Brooks and the Senior Non-Commissioned Officers for all their hard work during build up 
training.  
 
There has also been a great deal of Regular Army Assistance Tasks (RAAT) and 
Adventure Training (AT). Lt Ollie Wace led a sailing expedition around Sweden, Finland 
and Estonia, LSgt Harper led a section on Ex ASKARI THUNDER with the Battalion and 
LSgt Harvey successfully completed the arduous Jungle Warfare Instructors Course in 
Brunei. Major Neil Strachan handed over the Company at the start of August to Major 
Alex Bayliss after 2 years in London. Finally, LCpls Pottow and Lowry both achieved 
places at Sandhurst and started the Commissioning Course in September. In the next few 
months we have: 
 

• A platoon HQ and section deploying to the Falkland Islands with the Welsh 
Guards. 
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• Company exercises in Salisbury Plain and Brecon. 

 
• A LSgt deploying on a Short Term Training Team to Belize and the potential 
for another to deploy to Jordan. 

 
• The State visit of the President China. 
 

THE ALL ARMS PACE STICKING COMPETITION 

Colour Sergeant David Roper (CQMS Nijmegen Company) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(All photographs courtesy of M. Keel, Tempest Photography). 

The 2015 All Arms Pace Sticking Competition, 
held annually at the Royal Military Academy 
Sandhurst (RMAS), has been won by a team 
from the Grenadier Guards. Competing 
against teams from all across the Army, 
including from the Coldstream, Welsh and 
Irish Guards as well as the Royal Military 
Academy and numerous other units and 
training establishments, the Grenadier team 
comprising CSgt(CQMS) David Roper 
(driving), Sgt Matthew Parker & LSgt Julian 
Perreira from Nijmegen Company and Sgt 
Michael Parker from the 1st Battalion only had the benefit of two days practice before 
donning their No 2 Dress and stepping onto Old College Parade Square on 23rd July 
2015. 
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Thankfully and to quote Major Neil England, all of the Grenadier team members were 
already individually “veterans of the sport.” With the 1st Battalion deployed on an overseas 
exercise to Kenya and Nijmegen Company finding The Queen’s Guard, the first practice 
session for the team as a whole was conducted in Lille Barracks two days before the 
competition; the second took the form of a dress rehearsal at RMAS the next day, which 
was also the day of the ‘draw’ in the Sergeants’ Mess to determine the running order. 
Immediately, drawing to run thirteenth saw a few suspicious eyebrows raised, but set the 
team up for a good time of day; early afternoon to march on. 

Given that the Regiment’s previous two teams had won the competition in 2013 and had 
come second in 2014, the expectations of those watching from the comfort of the beer 
tent were understandably high as the driver gave the word of command for the team to 
march on; expectations that the whole team was extremely pleased to live up to with 
every man putting in a good show from the very first 30-inch pace. 

Second placed in the competition was the 1st Bn Coldstream Guards ‘A’ team and third 
placed was the RMAS ‘A’ team. 

In addition to the Grenadiers 
winning the team competition, CSgt 
Roper was also awarded the 
accolade of Best Individual Sticker, 
defeating over 70 other competitors 
from not only the other British Army 
teams but also from around the 
world, including male and female 
teams from countries as diverse as 
Bahrain, Oman and Jordan. All 
prizes were presented by Major 
General Stuart Skeates CBE, 
Commandant RMAS. 

The team is planning a return to RMAS to defend their title in summer 2016. 

THE REGIMENTAL BAND 

Director of Music: Major K Davies 

LSgt Gavin Hall 

With the usual array of anniversaries and commemorations, the Band once again 
undertook a programme packed with diverse engagements in various parts of the UK.  
The Band were commended on their turnout in April when inspected alongside the 
Battalion by the Major General, and given the all clear to commence duties in Home 
Service Clothing. The resplendent scarlet and gold tunics were dusted off; buff belts 
painstakingly cleaned and boots were cobbled and bulled ready for the hopefully long hot 
summer ahead, and more importantly for Her Majesty’s Birthday Parade. alongside its 
commitments to State Ceremonial in London. 
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The Centenary of the Gallipoli Campaign was celebrated with the help of the Band on a 
packed weekend in London. We were joined by fellow musicians from the Royal Marine 
Band Service and the Band of the Scots Guards, to play host to the service held at the 
Cenotaph. Lone bugler LCpl Ben Beavis, an Australian serving with the Band, later moved 
to Westminster Abbey to perform the Last Post in the presence of Her Majesty and those 
assembled to remember the sacrifices made by ANZAC Forces in the campaign. 
 
VE weekend was no small affair either and the Band performed with their usual style and 
flair to the thousands of people assembled in Trafalgar Square to celebrate 70 Years 
since the official end of World War Two.  
 
In June the Band literally led the way at the national event for Armed Forces Day in 
Guildford. At the head of the parade, the Band marched the Army Contingent through the 
streets of Guildford and past the saluting dais where The Duke of York and the Prime 
Minister were waiting to salute all those taking part. The day was a huge success and saw 
all parts of the Armed Forces displaying their own unique capabilities from Infantry 
displays, an Apache Helicopter display, to a Massed Bands Beating Retreat where the 
Band and Director of Music Major Davies, took centre stage alongside colleagues from 
the Central Band of the Royal Air Force and the Band of the Royal Marines.  
 
The Massed Bands of the Household Division undertook their usual hours of meticulous 
rehearsal in preparation for the Queen’s Birthday Parade. This year was extra special as 
Garrison Sergeant Major Mott was ending his distinguished career at the close of this 
year’s proceedings. His experience and commitment to the Massed Bands and the 
Household Division paid off with a display of panache and patriotism that helped the 
Welsh Guards troop their colour with pride.  
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The bicentenary of the Battle of Waterloo went off with a Big Bang, literally. This year’s 
Household Division Beating Retreat featured a full battle re-enactment of the proceedings 
at Waterloo by the Napoleonic Society, and featured many a musket and canon. The 
Massed Bands performed a specially penned version of "Waterloo" to coincide with the 
re-enactment alongside displays from numerous other groups, including the Pipes and 
Drums of the Scots Guards Association, The Royal Choral Society and the Concert Band 
of the German Army.  
 
The Band looks forward to the usual Autumn and Winter events of the Festival of 
Remembrance in the Royal Albert Hall, the all-important Cenotaph Parade, and the 
celebration of all things Household Division - Scarlet and Gold, held at Cadogan Hall, 
Sloane Square, London in early December.  
 

 
 
All details of the band's future activities can be found on their Facebook pages at: 
 
https://facebook.com/BandoftheGrenadierGuards 
 
To request the Band of the Grenadier Guards for any future event, a minimum of 6 week’s 
notice is required and for further information please contact Mrs Donna Manuel, the Band 
Administrator on 020 7414 3267 or at: donna.manuel164@mod.uk 

THE GUARDS TRAINING COMPANY Infantry Training Centre Catterick 

The Guards Training Company has renewed its efforts in 2015; applying science to 
training and Household Division ethos wherever possible. The Company seeks to improve 
the Combat Infantryman's Course; deepening understanding, reducing wastage and 
sustaining the Division’s ethos. 
 
The Company has strengthened links between recruits and regimental families. Platoons 
travel to Wellington Barracks, visit the Guards Museum and watch Queen's Guard; 
instilling Foot Guards identity at the earliest opportunity.  The pass off parade is in Home 
Service Clothing; preparing trainee Guardsmen for State Ceremonial.  The Company also 
thanks those travelling north to take the parade, most recently Major General Smyth-
Osborne CBE late LG, the Major General Commanding the Household Division. 
Permanent staff continue to contribute to a wide variety of events; the Nijmegen marches, 
Waterloo battlefield tours and Divisional sport have all been fully supported.  
 
The Company has invested resources and no little effort in order to improve training.  
Subject matter experts have reviewed drill and marksmanship to improve output.  Foam 
rollers, stretching, core strength work and weight carriage studies have assisted injury 
prevention.  Night vision equipment, After Action Reviews and GoPro cameras have 
increased recruits' situational awareness; encouraging thinking, proactive Guardsmen.  

https://facebook.com/BandoftheGrenadierGuards
mailto:donna.manuel164@mod.uk
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The next aim is to incorporate the battalions (i.e. support weapons) into the final elements 
of our training; adding realism and professionalism for recruits whilst making their final 
attacks a fitting climax of their efforts on the course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Regimental identity at the heart of the Guards Company ethos’ 
 
Guards Training Company continues to be a rewarding and happy place to live and work.  
Major Adam Wellesley-Wood (GREN GDS), CSM R Kilvington (CG), CSgt S Thompson 
(CG) and CQMS C Hunter (CG) continue to support the Platoons to deliver high quality 
training at the lowest possible level.   
 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Sergeants’ Mess (Past & Present) Club Dinner – Sat 14th Nov 2015 

Commemoration & Reunion for the 25th Anniversary of Op GRANBY – Fri 26th Feb 2016 

Regimental Remembrance Day – Sun 15th May 2016 

The Queen’s Birthday Parade (1st Bn Coldstream Guards) – Sat 11 Jun 2016 

(The Colonel’s Review – Sat 04 Jun, The Major General’s Review – Sat 28 May) 

In addition to the two tickets available to each Branch from RHQ, tickets for seated stands 

around Horse Guards Parade are allocated by ballot. Up to a maximum of 3 tickets can be 

applied for Trooping the Colour. The Reviews have no restriction on the number of tickets 

applied for but HQ Household Division reserve the right to reduce numbers if demand 

exceeds supply.  Ticket prices are as follows for successful applicants: £30.00 each for 

Trooping the Colour; £10.00 each for The Colonel's Review and tickets are free of charge for 

The Major General's Review.  Applications (without payment at this stage) should be 

made in January or February 2016 only (any application other than the period stated 

will not be included in the ballot). Please write in to: 
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Brigade Major 

HQ Household Division 

Horse Guards 

Whitehall 

London  

SW1A 2AX 

Grenadier Day – Sun 17 July 2016 

USEFUL INFORMATION & NOTICES 

VETERANS HIP & KNEE SURGERY SERVICE 
 
The Robert Jones and Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital NHS Foundation Trust 
 

 
A service for military veterans to have their hip or knee assessed and, if appropriate, have 
joint replacement surgery has been launched. It is led by Lt Col Carl Meyer, Military 
Consultant Hip and Knee Arthroplasty Surgeon at Oswestry’s specialist orthopaedic 
hospital. Lt Col Meyer is a regular serving officer who is an Orthopaedic Trauma Surgeon 
with 16 Medical Regiment, Colchester. The service is open to anyone who has been in 
regular military service, including National Service. 
 
It is based at the Robert Jones and Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital NHS Foundation 
Trust (RJAH), Oswestry, Shropshire; a centre of orthopaedic excellence specialising in 
lower limb replacement surgery. 
 
To obtain a NHS referral, please ask your GP to make a named referral to Lt Col Meyer at 
the Veterans’ Hip & Knee Surgery Service in Oswestry. 
Contact Information: Email: Rebecca.ann.jones@rjah.nhs.uk Tel: 01691 404344 
FORCES TV  

 

 

Forces TV is a news channel that focuses on all aspects of the British Armed Forces. You 
can watch the channel on a variety of platforms:  

 Sky Channel 264 

 Virgin 244 

mailto:Rebecca.ann.jones@rjah.nhs.uk
http://forces.tv/
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 Freesat 652 

Forces TV is an independent news organisation owned and operated by the Services 

Sound and Vision Corporation. 
It was launched in the U.K. on June 10th 2014. 

EXCLUSIVE TAX-FREE AND TAX-PAID DISCOUNTS ON NEW CARS 
 

 
 

 
Forces Cars Direct specialise in military car sales and offer a range of exclusive military 
car discounts on a large range of new vehicles to serving military personnel, retired 
military personnel, Police officers, and UK and Foreign Diplomats based here or abroad.  
 
If you’re based overseas, you get huge tax-free savings. If you’re UK-based Military, 
Retired Military or Police, you still get great tax-paid prices because we negotiate special 
deals with chosen manufacturers. They also take the hassle of buying a vehicle away 
from you, such as sorting out your part-exchange or arranging exclusive finance you can 
only get because you serve/ have served. We even offer specialised Forces insurance!  
 
Their employees are predominantly ex-Forces personnel and so understand your position 
and the unique nature of your work and challenges. Forces Cars Direct is your one stop 
shop, from initial enquiry, to order, delivery and beyond with our personal concierge 
service.  
 
You can find out more about the savings that you can make by visiting 
forcescardirect.com or by calling them on 01522 814 010 or German Free Phone 0800 
1800 119. You can watch the short video to see how they work and serve those who 
serve, on Facebook and follow them on Twitter @carsforforces 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE GUARDS PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
 
Anyone wishing to join the The Guards Parachute Association should contact Mike 
Keighery via phone on 01522 788610 or email on mlkeighery@googlemail.com  
 
Their website address is www.no1guardsparachutecompanyassociation.co.uk and their 
website editor Ian (Tomo) Thompson would be most grateful for any stories, articles 
photographs, comments, suggestions or items of general interest for the website.  
 
 

http://www.ssvc.com/
http://www.ssvc.com/
http://www.forcescarsdirect.com/
https://www.facebook.com/carsforforces
https://twitter.com/carsforforces
mailto:mlkeighery@googlemail.com
http://www.no1guardsparachutecompanyassociation.co.uk/
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WelComE – TELEPHONE AND INTERNET ACCESS 
 

 
 
 
 

Welfare Communications Everywhere, or WelComE, provides all UK service personnel 
deployed on ‘welfare-entitled’ deployments and exercises with publically funded calls, 
voicemail and internet access. 

Your WelComE Account Card – provided prior to deployment – will stay with you for your 
entire military career. Together, the account number and PIN will provide access to all 
telephone and internet services in theatre, as well as topping up your call time via 
the Online Account Manager, Automated Top-Up System, and the WelComE Customer 
Contact Centre. 

For any questions regarding the WelComE service, please contact the WelComE 
Customer Contact Centre (WCCC) for more information: 

Open from Monday - Friday 06:00 to 22:00 (UK) including bank holidays, by 
emailing customer.support@mywelcome.co.uk or pressing *0 once you have accessed 
the WelComE Telephone system. 

WELFARE & PRIVATE 

The WelComE Account is divided into two sections; Welfare and Private. 

 The Welfare side of your account is automatically credited with 30 minutes of 
publically funded telephone calls each Sunday evening, with any unused welfare 
minutes carried forward until the end of your current tour. 

 The Private side is credited and controlled by yourself. Call time can be increased 
by topping up via the WCCC, the Online Account Manager or Automated Top-Up 
System. Family and friends can top-up the private side of an Account via the 
WCCC or a separate Online Account Manager Login. 

AFCOM DIRECTORY 

 

 

 

AFCOM Directory is an independent online resource, operated by a renowned charity that 

you can trust to connect you or your family member in the Armed Forces with specialist 

guidance and support from a range of assured service providers. 

https://www.mywelcome.co.uk/army-and-raf/home.aspx
https://www.mywelcome.co.uk/army-and-raf/services/phone-calls-and-top-up.aspx
https://www.mywelcome.co.uk/army-and-raf/services/internet.aspx
https://topup.mywelcome.co.uk/en-GB/vrid.1/Account.mvc/UODLogon
https://www.mywelcome.co.uk/army-and-raf/services/phone-calls-and-top-up.aspx
https://www.mywelcome.co.uk/family-and-friends/contact.aspx
https://www.mywelcome.co.uk/family-and-friends/contact.aspx
mailto:customer.support@mywelcome.co.uk
https://www.mywelcome.co.uk/army-and-raf/contact.aspx
https://topup.mywelcome.co.uk/en-GB/vrid.1/Account.mvc/UODLogon
https://www.mywelcome.co.uk/army-and-raf/contact.aspx
https://www.mywelcome.co.uk/army-and-raf/contact.aspx
https://afcom.directory/
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Every service provider listed within AFCOM Directory is vetted as part of a comprehensive 

registration process, giving you peace of mind and reassurance they have the knowledge 

and experience to support you or a family member with the issues you are facing. 

AFCOM Directory provides a single point of contact for members of the Armed Forces 

Community seeking support and guidance in a range of areas including health and 

wellbeing, welfare, legal, education, employment and housing. 

Are you a member of the Armed Forces Community? 

AFCOM Directory is a specialist resource, specifically tailored to the needs of the Armed 

Forces Community, which includes the following people: 

Serving personnel. 

Ex-service personnel or veterans. 

Reservists. 

Family members of the above people, including their parents, siblings, spouses, civil 

partners, grandparents or other relation. 

Bereaved. 

 
EMPLOYMENT SUPPORT FOR HOUSEHOLD DIVISION VETERANS 
 
SaluteMyJob is a social enterprise that helps former Service men and women into 
employment, mainly in the private sector. The emphasis is on ensuring that employers 
understand the transferable skills possessed by ex-Service people and how they translate 
to the needs of their business. This is achieved through a consultancy service to the many 
employers who wish to source ex-military talent. SaluteMyJob aims to complement the 
Career Transition Partnership with additional job finding services and to assist Veterans 
and Reservists seeking civilian employment. For more about SaluteMyJob, available jobs 
and how they can help improve your employability go to www.salutemyjob.com. For those 
with access to CTP, their jobs are also visible on the RightJob website at 
https://www.ctp.org.uk/ 


